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KINDERLAB
Beginning scientists experience the fun of 
science with hands-on activities using real 
laboratory tools. Educators involve the students 
through multi-sensory learning. Children are 
encouraged to use their natural curiosity and 
imagination to experiment and discover.

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
Ages 4-7 | 10-15 students | One hour  
All KinderLab science programs relate to 
literacy, vocabulary building and fun with music.

 Measuring Matters
Guided activities in weighing/comparing 
solids using balance, spring and digital 
scales.  Science process skills of wondering, 
thinking, predicting/hypothesis-making, testing, 
observing and sharing aloud are emphasized. 

 Kinder Testing
Safe laboratory tools such as graduated 
cylinders, beakers, test tubes, pipettes, tongs 
and Petri dishes are used in multi-sensory 
learning activities. Scientific vocabulary is 
encouraged in sharing aloud.

 Fossils Galore
Imitate some activities of paleontologists with 
tools and materials similar to those used in dig 
sites. Activities reference dinosaurs and fossils 
from many kinds of plants and animals.

 Science Meets Literacy
Children connect a science concept with 
the story selection using science tools and 
materials. Science vocabulary is introduced 
through the learning activities and group 
interaction. Select from many available topics 
appropriate for early childhood programs. 
Emphasis may be adapted to specific 
curriculum requests.

Science Meets Literacy programs also available 
as Outreach. Call to inquire.

 Denotes Young Scientist program

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
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Chocolate, The Exhibition* 
Oct. 16, 2009 – Jan. 3, 2010
Journey through history and discover the story 
behind the tasty treat so many of us crave. 
Students can explore the plant, the products, 
and the culture of chocolate through the lenses 
of science, history, and popular culture.

The story begins in the rainforest with the 
unique cacao tree whose seeds started it all. 
Visitors will then learn about the ancient Maya 
civilization of Central America and discover 
what chocolate meant nearly 1,500 years ago. 
Students will also travel forward in time and 
northward to the Aztec civilization of 16th-
century Mexico, where cacao seeds were so 
valuable they were used as money. From there, 
the journey moves to chocolate’s introduction 
into the upper classes of European society
and its transformation into a mass-produced 
world commodity.

This exhibit was developed by The Field 
Museum in Chicago and is supported, in
part, by the National Science Foundation.

*Exhibit is bilingual in Spanish

Pre-visit education materials are available
Visit unionstation.org to download the
educator guide.

Andy Warhol Portfolios:
Life and Legends
Oct. 2, 2009 - Jan. 10, 2010
Iconic works of Pop Artist Andy Warhol, one of 
the most influential artists of the 20th century 
are featured in this exhibit. Warhol, who was 
a painter, illustrator, writer, filmmaker and 
photographer had a truly unique approach to 
his art. His Pop sensibility broke the traditional 
boundaries of art, business and life.

Spanning the artist’s career from the 1950s 
to 1986, the exhibit features screen print 
portfolios from such series as Endangered 
Species, Flowers, Jews, Myths, Muhammad Ali 
and Space Fruits.

These portfolios provide visitors with a brilliant 
mirror of postwar America, as well as insight 
into Warhol’s forms and ideas that continue
to influence artists today.

Special science and history related educational 
programming is available in conjunction with 
this exhibit.

Pre-visit education materials are available and 
a paper self-guided tour is available on site.

Visit unionstation.org to download the
educator guide.

EXHIBITS
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Trains made Kansas City what it is today. Union Station was one of the country’s busiest – and most 
elegant – train stations in America. See the remarkable restoration of Union Station, then experience 
the nostalgia of bygone years.

In this permanent exhibit, students will travel back to the time when the iron horses, trains, were just 
beginning to unite the east and west. The KC Rail Experience gives students a new understanding 
of the exciting history of the American railroad, featuring artifacts from Union Station’s railroad 
collection, and examines the lasting effects of the railroading industry on Kansas City.

Students will jump into history in this interesting exhibit where ghosts from Union Station’s past tell 
the stories of the men and women who rode and worked the rails.

Enhance your visit with a 45 minute guided tour.

We are currently not booking any programs in the Gottlieb Planetarium. Please check our web site for 
updates on when the Planetarium will begin accepting reservations.

PLANETARIUM

KC RAIL EXPERIENCE
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Goodnight Moon
October 13-31, 2009
Appropriate for preschool and up
A favorite children’s bedtime story is given a 
new twist in this musical adaptation by Chad 
Henry. The main character, a little bunny, has a 
loose tooth and avoids going to sleep by saying 
“goodnight” to everything in his room. Watch 
the toys in the room spring to life to comfort 
him and meet The Old Lady who tucks him in
as he finally says “goodnight” to the moon.  

The Toughest Kid
In The World
November 10-18, 2009
Appropriate for grades 4 through 12
TK redefines “tough” for himself and learns 
personal skills that empower him to reject 
violence in this musical play full of humor
and heart.

Madeline’s Christmas
December 1-26, 2009
Appropriate for preschool and up
‘‘In an old house in Paris that was covered with 
vines lived twelve little girls in two straight lines.”  
So begins this delightful story from the beloved 
book series of Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans. 
It’s Christmas at the boarding school, but no 
one can go home because all the girls are sick 
with the flu and Madeline is left to take care of 
everyone. Come and join in the girls’ adventure.

Nate The Great
February 2 – 20, 2010
Appropriate for Kindergarten and up
Dressed as Sherlock Holmes with a hat and 
trench coat and dog, Nate The Great is the best 
detective in his neighborhood. A responsible 
detective and kid, he always tells his mom when 
he is leaving to solve a crime and is home for 
his favorite pancakes. Critical thinking, problem-
solving skills and a little science help Nate and 
his friends make their neighborhood a better and 
more exciting place to be. 

Junie B. Jones And A Little 
Monkey Business
March 2 – April 16, 2010
Appropriate for preschool and up
The character that kids love to read about in 
Barbara Park’s series comes to life onstage in 
this musical. Junie B. is a young girl with lots of 
energy and a unique outlook on life. This musical 
follows Junie B. as she discovers she is getting a 
new baby brother that is “cute as a monkey”! 

The Monarchs of KC
April 20 – May 15, 2010
Appropriate for grades 1 and up
A musical that everyone in Kansas City should 
see, tells the story that needs to be heard of  
baseball players in the Negro Leagues. Set in 
the locker room of an abandoned stadium, this 
musical gives voices to the players that have 
passed in one final and equal game. 

Robin Hood
June 15 – July 3, 2010
Appropriate for Kindergarten and up
This classic play follows Robin Hood and his 
band of robbers through Sherwood Forest as 
they take from the rich and give to the poor. 
Bring your students to see all their favorite 
characters like Friar Tuck, Maid Marian, and Little 
John as they get to experience things unique to 
England like archery, games and costumes as it 
would have been during Robin Hood’s time.

Presented by Theatre for Young America
For tickets, visit unionstation.org. For information 
on curriculum standards, visit tya.org.

LIVE THEATRE
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The Extreme Screen is five-stories tall and over 75 feet wide. The theater uses state-of-the-art
technology to let you not just watch a movie, but experience it!  It is the only large

format 3D capable screen in the region!

MOVIES

Grand Canyon Adventure: 
River at Risk 3D
Now through May 2010
The compelling and stimulating adventure of 
science and conservation – set against the 
immense backdrop of the majestic Grand 
Canyon – whisks audiences on an illuminating 
rafting trip with two environmental heroes and 
their daughters as they are guided along the 
Colorado River. 

Audiences learn about the global water crisis 
as they experience the magnitude of the 
Colorado River in 3D. Students will also learn 
they are the generation that can make a 
difference and will be given the thoughts and 
tools to make it happen. 

Combining science and adventure with some
of giant screen cinema’s most gripping imagery 
and locations, Grand Canyon Adventure delivers 
a message of hope and inspiration for all 
people of the world.

Van Gogh: Brush
with Genius 
Now through May 2010
Step inside more than 800 of Vincent Van Gogh’s 
pieces of art as you experience the giant screen 
in the most beautiful way. Learn about the leader 
of the impressionist movement as Van Gogh 
himself takes audiences through his paintings as 
well as the places that inspired his work.
 
Told from the perspectives of three main 
characters -- Ellen, a museum researcher, Peter, 
a film director, and Vincent Van Gogh himself 
– the movie follows in the artist’s footsteps, 
traveling from the Netherlands to Auvers-sur-Oise 
and passing through Arles, Saint-Rémy and Paris. 
From the dazzling yellow of the artist’s famous 
cornfields to the deep blue of his famous night 
sky, audiences will rediscover the source of
some of the most important works in art history. 

Visit the temporary exhibit, Andy Warhol 
Portfolios: Life and Legends and the movie for just 
$8.50! 

Visit unionstation.org to download educator 
guides and watch movie trailers.
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Invite Science City to your school or community event! These interactive science opportunities
stimulate interest in exciting science activities. Vocabulary and science concept descriptions

available upon request. Variety of programming may be adapted to your event or classroom theme.
Call to request booking information.  

Early Childhood Outreach
Science Meets Literacy
Appropriate for preschool-Grade 2
Multiple themes connect science concepts 
through popular book titles. Interactive 
programming follows story time introduction of 
themes. Children delight in using science tools 
and materials while learning about their world.   
May be adapted to many popular classroom 
topics.  

Stage Shows
Appropriate for assembly setting

Radical Reactions - What is happening during 
chemical and physical reactions? Properties of 
everyday materials are the reasons for some 
extraordinary results.  
Flames, Smoke & Sizzle - Learn about 
combustion with this amazing and controlled 
pyrotechnic demonstration—including important 
fire safety rules.
Under Pressure - How much power is available 
from the air? What can we do with it? How is 
air used to make machines work? What do we 
mean by atmospheric pressure?

Table Top Demos or
Classroom Activities
Appropriate for classroom settings, science fairs 
or family nights

Static Charge - What materials store electric 
charge? Can electricity be conducted through 
people? Using a Van de Graaf generator,
watch your hair stand on end and see crispy 
cereal dance. 
Fun Chemistry - Participate in cool chemical 
reactions. See, touch and hear what happens 
when everyday household ingredients
get together. 
Air, Air, Everywhere - Learn some powerful 
everyday applications and facts. Predict the 
winner in air tug-o-war. 

Make It/Take It Activities
Appropriate for fairs, community events

Eewy Goo - Basic chemical reactions become
a fun toy
Hoop Gliders - Flight, air foils, center of gravity,
air drag, stability
CD Hovercrafts - Air foil, air pressure, friction
Pinhole Viewers - Amazing abilities of our eyes, 
intro to Optics

OUTREACH PROGRAMS
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Union Station
Scavenger Hunt  
Appropriate for groups of 10 to 100
45 and 90 -Minute Program
Test your Kansas City history knowledge—
then proceed on a hunt for historical and 
architectural items and/or facts about the 
Union Station landmark. Teams compete in a 
timed event for fun prizes. 

Science City
Scavenger Hunt
Appropriate for groups of 10 to 100
45 and 90 - Minute Program
Scheme with your team to accomplish an 
assigned task in Science City. This fun activity 
is both competitive and challenging as teams 
race to score the winning points.

Challenger
Appropriate for groups of 16 to 30
Two hour session
“Mission control, we have a problem.” Join 
the flight crew and blast off to space in the 
Challenger Learning Center in Science City. 
Groups are divided into mission control and 
spacecraft teams. Together the teams must 
accomplish tasks, conduct research and solve 
unexpected problems that occur in a simulated 
space exploration mission.

Engineerium
Appropriate for groups of 12 to 24
Two hour session
Work in the new Engineerium facility, sponsored 
by Burns & McDonnell engineering firm. Given 
a mock state of emergency, your team is 
challenged to successfully design and build a 
robot to perform a rescue mission. Using LEGO 
Mindstorm™  products, learn programming 
skills and design techniques. Test your robot 
and modify your program to navigate this 
awesome obstacle course. Program adapted for 
beginners to experts in design skills.

Test Kitchen  
Appropriate for groups of 15 to 30
Two hour session
Discover the chemistry behind some of your 
favorite beverages. Work in teams to perform 
essential tasks in the process. Experiment
with color, flavor and fizziness to create and 
name a new beverage with unique properties. 
Create a marketing plan to promote your 
team’s new product.

Customized packages for entertainment, 
teambuilding, lunch and meeting space can
be arranged. For details, call 816.460.2094
or email youthsales@unionstation.org.

TEAMBUILDING
Union Station offers exciting opportunities for 
groups to participate in training exercises that 
develop teamwork and learning through fun 
activities. Our innovative programs promote 
group interaction, leadership development, 
conflict management and teambuilding. Call 
about availability and scheduling. Appropriate 
for high school, college and adult groups
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Science Play in Your 
Classroom
2-hour workshop | $15
This workshop will enable educators to 
successfully implement and integrate science 
into early childhood centers. Participants 
learn how to engage children in scientific 
thinking and reinforce science concepts in daily 
activities. (Approved for two clock hours training 
in Missouri & Kansas)
Fall 2009 dates: October 10 and December 12.

I Wonder Why…
Science & Discovery
4-hour workshop | $30
Learn to facilitate science and math learning 
experiences in early childhood classrooms.  
Science City Educators will initiate and model 
inquiry based learning—the recommended 
teaching method for effective education with 
young children. Participants will engage in 
collaborative activities highlighting science 
knowledge related to popular classroom 
themes. (Approved for four clock hours training 
OR .4 CEU Credit)
Fall 2009 dates: September 26 and October 31

Pop to Print—What Would
Warhol Do?
Andy Warhol’s obsession with artistic mass 
production led him to employ a veritable 
platoon of artists to produce large quantities
of original prints and motion pictures.

This workshop explores the techniques used in 
Warhol’s “Factory” and how modern technology 
can make anyone a Factory-of-one. Participants 
will use media representing elements of 
modern popular culture to produce their own 
original works of pop art.

Learn how to use free open-source software for 
image manipulation, audio crafting, and video 
editing and discover how these techniques and 
freely available resources can be applied in 
art, computer, and science classrooms. This 
workshop will include a visit to the Andy Warhol 
Portfolios: Life & Legends exhibition in the Bank 
of America Gallery.

$75/ participant | 12 - 4 p.m.
Includes workshop and exhibit
Fall 2009 dates: October 17, November 7
and December 5

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Overnight Camp-Ins at Science City
Space Camp | Science Camp | Dinosaur Camp
Great activity for scouts, church youth groups or special
teambuilding activities for students.

Groups of 50 or more enjoy a private Camp-In including friendship building and enriched learning 
opportunities. Camp-Ins are popular with schools more than a two-hour drive from Kansas City;
spend the night and extend the education mission of the trip.  

Time:  7:30 p.m. to 8 a.m.
Check-in begins at 7 p.m.
Price:  $35 per child; $25 per adult
Groups: Minimum 50. Recommended for grades 3-7. One adult per five children required. To Schedule 
your group or for more information call 816.460.2094 or email youthsales@unionstation.org. Dates 
subject to availability. Information packet will be sent to group leaders prior to event. 

Ask about tailoring a Camp-In to match your group’s special goal, badge or identity. 

Educator Open House
Saturday, Oct. 10

Classroom teachers and principals are invited to a Science City preview day to:
• Experience science demonstrations

• Explore our facilitated Discovery Areas with guided tours
• Meet the Paleontologist in the Dino Lab

Pre-registered teachers in attendance will receive a Teacher Preview Pack:**
One free pass to each of the following (over $40 value)

Andy Warhol Portfolios: Life and Legends exhibit
Chocolate, The Exhibition

Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk 3D
Van Gogh: Brush with Genius movie

The KC Rail Experience
$10 off coupon for Union Station membership purchased by Dec. 1, 2009

Special offers and discounts from merchants within Union Station

First Year Teachers! Enter a drawing for a free Science City field trip for your class.

*Teachers must present their School ID. Maximum of 4 tickets at $5 rate.
**Limited availability, RSVP early

Pre-register by calling 816.460.2226 or email youthsales@unionstation.org.

OVERNIGHTS

SAVE THE DATE!
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History a la Carte*

90 minutes | 4th grade/50 students
$5 per student
While Corinthian Hall is currently being 
renovated in Historic Northeast Kansas City, 
the Kansas City Museum is offering students
a tremendous opportunity to learn about 
Kansas City and Missouri’s history at Union 
Station. Students will get an “up close and 
personal” look at several artifacts and 
reproductions in Kansas City Museum’s vast 
collection at Union Station. Students will 
explore artifacts from the 1800s all the way 
up to the mid 20th century, and participate in 
group activities, facilitated by the Kansas City 
Museum’s education staff.

*only available on Tuesdays and Thursdays

Growing Up in Kansas City - Students 
will explore original artifacts or selected 
reproductions representing leisure activities 
during the mid 20th century.

Students will get “up close and personal”
with actual historical objects, including letters, 
photographs and toys. Students will then
take the engaging information they received 
about the artifacts and in a group, collect
their information and present it to the rest
of the class. 

Students will come away with a stronger 
understanding of their personal place in history 
and gain a sense of their own links to the past.

KANSAS CITY MUSEUM

Faces of Missouri - Students will explore 
original artifacts or selected productions, 
relating or belonging to, several famous 
Missourians.

Students will create large timelines and 
create cut-out images, to put these famous 
Missourians in their place in history, while 
learning facts about each of these people. 
Students will also create their own historical 
journals told from the perspectives of famous 
Missourians like Loula Long Combs and Alice 
Nielsen, and group together to play a history-
based trivia game. 

Paul Mesner Puppet Show
45 Minutes | K-5 students
Join the Kansas City Museum as we take 
students back to the early 1900s and explore 
early Kansas City through the eyes of one of its 
“founders” Robert Long.

In 1891, Kansas City welcomed Robert and
Ella Long, their proper daughter Sally America 
and their vivacious, younger daughter, Loula,
a lover of horses. The young lumber baron
and his family were determined to transform 
this cow town of saloons and stockyards into
a city of distinction with paved streets and
civic institutions.

Before your eyes, Paul Mesner’s animated 
puppets build Corinthian Hall. Loula, in her 
famously fabulous hats, and an eccentric 
cast of characters share fascinating historical 
facts about Kansas City and the secrets of the 
“Palace on Gladstone Boulevard.”

This work is portable, and can be presented
at your school gym or auditorium. 

To schedule please call 816.483.8300.


