Greater Kansas City Science & Engineering Fair
Display & Safety Rules and Guidelines

Purpose
The Greater Kansas City Science & Engineering Fair (GKCSEF), operated by Science City at Union Station Kansas City, is committed to providing a safe, professional, and educational environment for all students, judges, volunteers, and visitors. Every project should be presented in a manner that clearly communicates the student's research, demonstrates scientific integrity, and meets established safety requirements.
These Display & Safety Rules apply to all projects competing in the Elementary, Junior, and Senior Divisions of the GKCSEF. Students, parents, teachers, and adult sponsors are responsible for reviewing and following these requirements before arriving at the fair.
Important: Senior Division projects must also comply with the current Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) Display & Safety Regulations. Where ISEF requirements are more stringent than GKCSEF requirements, the ISEF requirements take precedence.
The GKCSEF Display & Safety Committee reserves the right to inspect all displays, request modifications, and remove materials that do not meet these requirements.
Project Display Requirements
Every student must provide a freestanding project display that communicates the purpose, process, results, and conclusions of their research or engineering project.
The display should be:
· Organized, neat, and easy to follow.
· Scientifically accurate and representative of the student's own work.
· Constructed securely so that it stands independently.
· Visually appealing without being distracting.
· Readable from a reasonable viewing distance.
· Within the maximum dimensions established for the student's division.

Students are encouraged to use photographs, diagrams, charts, graphs, and other visual elements to help explain their research. These materials should support the explanation of the project rather than replace the student's scientific work.
Displays must stand independently. They may not lean against another project, a wall, a curtain, or other fair infrastructure.
Maximum Project Dimensions
The following dimensions are proposed GKCSEF display limits:
	Division
	Maximum Depth
	Maximum Width
	Maximum Height

	Elementary
	30 inches
	36 inches
	108 inches

	Junior
	30 inches
	36 inches
	108 inches

	Senior
	30 inches
	48 inches
	94.5 inches


Measurements include the display board, stand, table coverings, and all other project components. Height is measured from the floor to the highest point of the display. 
Tables provided by the GKCSEF are 30 inches tall.
Senior Division dimensions are based on the current ISEF maximum dimensions. All dimensions remain subject to any additional restrictions communicated by the GKCSEF based on the competition venue and assigned display space.
What Goes on Your Project Board?
Your project board should tell the story of your investigation. A judge or visitor should be able to understand what you studied, how you conducted your research, what you discovered, and why your findings matter.
A. Project Title
· Clearly identify your project.
· Use a concise, descriptive title.
· Make the title large enough to be easily read.
· The title should accurately represent the research conducted.
B. Research Question or Problem Statement
· What question were you trying to answer?
· What problem were you trying to solve?
· Why is this question or problem important?
C. Background Research
· Provide a brief explanation of the scientific concepts behind your project.
· Include relevant information from published research and credible sources.
· Explain what was already known about your topic.
· Cite sources appropriately.
D. Hypothesis or Engineering Goal
· State your hypothesis, if applicable.
· Explain what you predicted would happen and why.
· For engineering projects, identify the design objective, criteria, and constraints.
E. Materials and Methods
· Describe the materials, equipment, and procedures used.
· Explain how the experiment or investigation was conducted.
· Identify variables and controls when applicable.
· Include enough information for someone to understand how the research was performed.
F. Results and Data
· Present the results of your investigation.
· Use graphs, charts, photographs, diagrams, and data tables where appropriate.
· Clearly label all graphs and tables.
· Include units of measurement and appropriate data labels.
· Present actual results, including unexpected findings.
G. Analysis and Discussion
· Explain what the results mean.
· Identify patterns, trends, or relationships in the data.
· Discuss whether the findings supported your hypothesis.
· Explain unexpected results or experimental limitations.


H. Conclusion
· Summarize the major findings.
· Answer the original research question or explain whether the engineering goal was achieved.
· Identify what was learned from the investigation.
· Explain possible future directions for the research, where appropriate.
I. References and Image Credits
· List sources used for background research.
· Cite photographs, illustrations, diagrams, and graphics that were not created by the student.
· Provide individual image and graphic credits.
· Include AI-generated graphic citations when applicable, following the GKCSEF AI Usage Policy.
J. Additional Information (When Applicable)
· Acknowledgments, where permitted by the applicable division rules.
· Continuation or research progression information.
· Relevant project photographs.
· Additional diagrams or supporting information.

The board should emphasize the student's current research. Background information should support the investigation, not overwhelm the display.
Photographs, Images, Graphs, and Graphics
Visual materials are an important part of communicating scientific research. Students are encouraged to use photographs and graphics to explain procedures, demonstrate designs, and illustrate findings.
All photographs, images, charts, graphs, diagrams, and other graphics must be appropriately credited.
Student-created materials:
· Identify graphics created by the student.
· Identify the software or program used when applicable.
· Include the year the graphic was created.
Examples:
· Photo taken by Student, 2027.
· Graph created by Student using Microsoft Excel, 2027.
· Diagram created by Student using Canva, 2027.
Materials obtained from other sources:
· Provide a citation or image credit for each image or graphic.
· Include the original source, creator, or URL as appropriate.
· Follow applicable copyright and image-use requirements.
AI-generated graphics:
· AI-generated graphics must be identified and cited.
· Include the AI tool used and the date the graphic was created.
· AI use must comply with the separate GKCSEF AI Usage Policy.
· AI-generated content may not be presented as original student-created research, data, results, or scientific findings.
Photographs of people:
· Photographs showing individuals other than the student researcher must have appropriate permission or a signed photo/video release available upon request.
· Do not display confidential participant information or identifying personal information.
· Completed human-subject consent and assent forms must never be displayed.
Important: Photographs and graphics must accurately represent the actual research. Images must not be manipulated in a way that misrepresents experimental results or scientific observations.
Forms and Documentation
Students must have all required project documentation available during the fair.
Some documents may need to be displayed vertically at the project booth, while others must remain available for review by the Scientific Review Committee (SRC), judges, or Fair Director.
Senior Division:
Senior Division students must follow current ISEF requirements for forms displayed at the project booth.
Depending on the project, required displayed documentation may include:
· Official Abstract and Certification as approved by the SRC.
· Regulated Research Institutional/Industrial Setting Form (Form 2C), when applicable.
· Continuation/Research Progression Projects Form (Form 7), when applicable.
· Other documentation specifically required by ISEF.
Other SRC paperwork must be available when requested but should not be displayed unless required.
Completed human-subject consent and assent forms must not be displayed or brought into the exhibit hall. 
Elementary and Junior Divisions:
Students must follow the applicable GKCSEF and division-specific documentation requirements. All students in grades 3 -8 will complete the Thermo Fisher
Teachers and adult sponsors are responsible for ensuring that students have completed all applicable forms and approvals.
Items and Materials NOT Allowed at Project Displays
For the safety of all participants and visitors, the following items are prohibited at project displays unless an explicit written exception has been granted by the Fair Director and applicable safety committee.
Biological Materials
· Living organisms, including plants.
· Living, dead, or preserved animals or animal parts.
· Taxidermy specimens.
· Human or animal body parts or body fluids.
· Human or animal food products.
· Unprocessed biological or plant materials.
Chemicals and Substances
· Chemicals, including water and other liquids.
· Poisons, drugs, or other hazardous substances.
· Soil, sand, rocks, cement, or waste samples.
· Powders, granules, grease, and oils.
· Dry ice and other sublimating materials.
· Any item that may have been contaminated with hazardous materials.
Potentially Hazardous Objects and Equipment
· Sharp objects, including needles, syringes, pipettes, and blades.
· Glass containers or glass objects.
· Flames, open flames, or highly flammable materials.
· Weapons or ammunition.
· Batteries with exposed or open-top cells.
· Unprotected electrical components.
· Equipment with exposed moving parts, belts, chains, pulleys, or pinch points.
· Any apparatus that presents a potential injury or electrical hazard.
Other Prohibited Items
· Awards, medals, trophies, or ribbons from other competitions.
· Business cards, promotional materials, or giveaway items.
· Food or beverages intended for distribution.
· Personal belongings and storage materials.
· Items that produce distracting sounds, lights, or odors.
· Commercial advertising, endorsements, or promotional displays.
· Any other material deemed unsafe or inappropriate by the GKCSEF Display & Safety Committee.
If a prohibited item was essential to the research, students should use photographs, diagrams, or video to demonstrate its role rather than bringing the physical item to the fair. *Union Station is not responsible for lost project display items. Please do not leave any valuable items.
Electrical Equipment and Demonstrations
Projects requiring electrical power or an operational demonstration must be reviewed for safety.
· All electrical equipment must be properly enclosed and insulated.
· Exposed wiring and energized components are prohibited.
· Equipment must have an accessible means of disconnecting power.
· Batteries must be enclosed and in good condition.
· Moving parts must have appropriate protective guards.
· Electrical cords must not create trip hazards.
· All electrical demonstrations must be approved by the Display & Safety Committee.
· Students must be able to safely operate and explain their equipment.
The GKCSEF reserves the right to prohibit the operation or display of any electrical device or apparatus considered unsafe.
Students should not assume that electricity will be available at their assigned project space. Any request for power must be submitted and approved in advance.
Digital Displays and Electronic Media
Digital displays may be used when they meaningfully contribute to the explanation of a project. It is highly recommended that this is only done during student interviews
Examples include:
· Computer simulations.
· Software demonstrations.
· Engineering design demonstrations.
· Short videos documenting research procedures.
· Data visualization.
· Computer programming demonstrations.
All digital materials must comply with the same display and safety requirements as printed materials.
· Digital displays must not rely on an active internet connection unless specifically approved.
· All digital content must be available for inspection.
· Materials must be appropriate for a school-age audience.
· Videos and presentations must not include distracting sounds or inappropriate content.
· The display must remain understandable if the electronic component is unavailable.
· Students must be prepared to explain their work without relying entirely on a digital presentation.
QR codes, personal websites, social media accounts, and personal contact information are NOT permitted on Senior Division displays under ISEF rules. GKCSEF students in other divisions should not include personal contact information or unapproved links.
Items Not Permitted on the Project Board
Project boards must focus on the research and the student's scientific contributions.

The following are not permitted:
· Commercial logos or company branding used for promotional purposes.
· Institutional logos, school crests, or trademarks used as endorsements.
· Personal email addresses, phone numbers, mailing addresses, or social media accounts.
· QR codes or links to personal accounts or websites.
· Awards, medals, ribbons, or trophies from other competitions.
· Promotional materials or advertisements.
· Claims of endorsements by companies, universities, or other organizations.
· Uncredited images, photographs, or graphics.
· Misleading or fabricated data.
· Prior-year raw data presented as current-year research.
References to mentors, research institutions, or outside support must be limited to what is permitted under the applicable division rules. Senior Division projects must follow ISEF restrictions.
Continuation and Research Progression Projects
Projects that build upon previous research must clearly distinguish current-year work from prior-year findings.
· The display must emphasize the work completed during the current competition year.
· Previous research may be summarized to provide context.
· Prior-year data must be clearly identified.
· Students must explain what is new or different about the current investigation.
· Prior-year raw data must not be presented as current-year results.
Senior Division continuation projects must comply with ISEF Form 7 and all associated display requirements.
Display & Safety Inspection
All projects are subject to inspection before judging begins.
The Display & Safety Committee may review:
· Project board dimensions and construction.
· Required forms and documentation.
· Photographs, images, graphs, and citations.
· Physical materials and apparatus.
· Electrical equipment and demonstrations.
· Digital displays.
· Compliance with all applicable safety regulations.
Any items deemed in violation of rules will be removed from the project area and held at the Fair Booth for retrieval. 
Student and Teacher Responsibilities
Students are responsible for:
· Understanding and following the Display & Safety Rules.
· Preparing a safe and professional project display.
· Ensuring that all information and graphics are accurate and properly credited.
· Bringing all required documentation.
· Removing prohibited materials before arriving at the fair.
· Following instructions from the Display & Safety Committee.

Teachers and adult sponsors are responsible for:
· Reviewing these requirements with students before the fair.
· Helping students identify potential display and safety concerns.
· Ensuring required forms and approvals have been completed.
· Communicating additional requirements to students and families.
· Addressing identified compliance issues before competition.

Questions and Additional Guidance
Students and teachers should review these requirements before assembling their project displays.
Questions regarding display requirements, safety restrictions, or project materials should be directed to the GKCSEF Fair Director before the competition.
The GKCSEF reserves the right to modify display requirements when necessary to maintain a safe, equitable, and professional competition environment.
When in doubt, leave it out and ask before bringing it to the fair.
Congratulations on all your hardwork!

The GKCSEF Display & Safety Rules are intended to supplement the official GKCSEF Scientific Review Committee requirements, Scientific Integrity Policy, AI Usage Policy, Code of Conduct, and applicable Regeneron ISEF rules. All participants are responsible for following the most stringent applicable requirements.

