Greater Kansas City Science & Engineering Fair
Scientific Integrity Policy
Adapted from Society for Science’s Scientific Integrity & Ethics Policies.
The Greater Kansas City Science & Engineering Fair (GKCSEF) expects all students, teachers, adult sponsors, mentors, judges, volunteers, and others involved in the Fair to uphold the highest standards of scientific integrity and ethical conduct. Scientific integrity is essential to the reliability, credibility, and advancement of science and engineering.
Code of Conduct
GKCSEF is committed to providing a safe, welcoming, respectful, and inclusive environment for all participants. Everyone involved in the Fair is expected to act ethically and professionally, treat others with fairness and respect, and contribute to a positive experience for students and the broader science and engineering community.
All participants are expected to disclose potential conflicts of interest related to the competition and comply with the GKCSEF Code of Conduct and applicable policies.
GKCSEF Code of Conduct
Participant Expectations
Participation in the Greater Kansas City Science & Engineering Fair, carries important ethical responsibilities. Students are expected to conduct their research honestly, accurately represent their work, appropriately acknowledge the contributions of others, and interact respectfully with fellow participants, judges, staff, and volunteers.
Violations of scientific integrity policies or the GKCSEF Code of Conduct may result in disqualification, removal from the Fair, or other appropriate action.
All participants are expected to adhere to the following principles:
· Honesty and integrity: Fraud, fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, and other forms of research or competition misconduct are prohibited.
· Accurate representation: Students must accurately identify their school or homeschool, grade level, research timeline, and all student researchers who contributed to the project.
· Compliance with research rules: Students must follow all applicable research rules and obtain required approvals from the Scientific Review Committee (SRC), Institutional Review Board (IRB), or other applicable oversight committees before beginning regulated research activities.
· Original work and proper attribution: Students must present their own work, clearly distinguish their contributions from those of others, and appropriately cite sources, data, images, and other materials used in their projects.
· Confidentiality and intellectual property: Participants must respect the confidentiality, privacy, intellectual property, and research contributions of others.
· Responsible use of artificial intelligence: Students must follow Society for Science's current AI guidelines and applicable GKCSEF requirements. AI tools may be used only in accordance with those guidelines, must be properly acknowledged when required, and must not replace the student's independent research or original work. Students are responsible for the accuracy, originality, and integrity of their projects.
For additional information about AI use and research requirements, review the Society for Science's Scientific Integrity Policies and Regeneron ISEF International Rules.
Grievance Policy
GKCSEF strives to provide an educational, supportive, and fair competition experience for every participant. We take concerns involving scientific integrity, ethical conduct, harassment, and violations of Fair policies seriously.
Individuals who suspect a violation of scientific integrity policies or the GKCSEF Code of Conduct are encouraged to submit a report through the GKCSEF Grievance Form. Submitted concerns will be reviewed, and GKCSEF will determine appropriate next steps based on the circumstances and applicable policies.
Submitting a grievance initiates a review but does not guarantee a particular outcome, reversal of a decision, or disciplinary action. To support a fair and thorough review, reports should include sufficient information for GKCSEF to understand and evaluate the concern. The grievance process is intended to facilitate communication, accountability, and appropriate resolution.

