Hello fellow Berliners!
   I’m writing to share with you a once-in-a-lifetime event about the city we were all so proud to defend!  Kansas City’s Union Station is hosting, for the first time in the Western Hemisphere, the exhibit 
“BERLIN: A WORLD DIVIDED.” 

Authorized by the Stiftung Berliner Mauer (Berlin Wall Foundation) this stunning presentation of immersive and emotionally moving content spans not only post-war Berlin, but the Cold War in general.   Beginning with the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and the start of the nuclear age, to the Berlin Airlift, the building of the Wall and finally it’s opening and the reunification of East and West Germany.  Featured are many artifacts, photos, and newsreels, along with personal memorabilia loaned to the exhibit by Berlin veterans like you and I, topped off with four 2 1/2-ton sections of the actual Berlin Wall.   All of these underscore why the Berlin Wall still represents one of the world’s most powerful reminders of when fear overtook freedom and why humanity and democracy still matter today. 

For those of us who served in Berlin, this message is something we lived each and every day of our service.  Yet it is important to note that the Wall has now been down for more years than it stood, and several generations have grown up not realizing what happened during this confrontational part of history.  Visitors touring the exhibit can see first-hand what it was like to stand at the “front gate” of the Cold War. More importantly, it represents a very real tribute to the men and women of the US Armed Forces who stood watch and served in the Berlin Brigade. 

Last week, I was honored to attend a special VIP event one day prior to the exhibit’s official opening to the public. Several guest speakers, which included the German Consular General from Chicago, paid tribute to the service of the Berlin Brigade. Afterwards, we toured the exhibit itself, and I can tell you the exhibit is an unforgettably memorable experience. Union Station is also directly across from the National World War I museum and the Crown Center shopping area in downtown Kansas City. It’s a great opportunity to delve into some excellent world history.  


LTC Karl Zetmeir, USA (Ret) served as an NCO with the 287th MP Company from 1979-1982. He worked road patrol, field exercises, rails, and finished his tour as an NCOIC of Checkpoint Charlie. 

LOCATION: The Union Station, 30 W. Pershing Road, Kansas City, Missouri
https://unionstation.org/event/berlin-wall.


EXHIBIT DURATION: May 28 – Dec 2026. 

COST: 						OPENING TIMES:
Adults: $26					M-F: 10-5
Anytime Pass: $48				Sat: 10-6
Seniors (65+):  $23				Sun: 11-6
Military: $23					*No bags allowed inside the exhibit. 
Children (4-12) $15				**Group prices (15+) available. 
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